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Meaning and importance of Pro bono

Pro bono legal volunteering is the practice of providing free or low-cost legal services to individuals
and organizations that cannot afford legal representation. The term "pro bono" comes from the Latin
phrase pro bono publico, which means "for the public good".

Pro bono work can include: Full representation in court, One-off advice sessions, Working with not-for-
profit organizations, Preparing documents, and Research.

Pro bono work can be beneficial for lawyers in several ways, including: Building credentials and
networks in different fields, Generating good publicity for their practice, and Professional and personal
development.

The term pro bono, short for "pro bono publico”, is a Latin term which means "for the public good". In
practice, the term is used specifically in context of the legal

profession- referring to the practice of giving voluntary legal advice to individuals and organisations
that are unable to afford legal advice and/or cannot access legal aid. Tl in genuine need of legal help
are, thus, represented by lawyers for free or at a minimal cost - presenting them with an opportunity to
meaningfully address their legal problems.

As part of the pro bono movement, lawyers recognize their duty to further societal interests and work
selflessly in favour of the needy. It provides lawyers with an enriching platform for professional and
personal development, by building credentials and networks in diverse fields of work. A flourishing
pro bono practice also generates good publicity for the lawyer's practice.

Global practices

In many countries, pro bono legal support has emerged as the dominant means of dispensing
free representation to the poor. Countries like the United States and South Korea require lawyers to
provide pro bono services for stipulated duration per year. While in South Korea the requirement is of
at least 30 hours of pro bono work per year, in the United States, the American Bar

Association recommends at least 50 hours of pro bono service per year. Singapore has individual
lawyers and corporate organizations like Hewlett Packard, Intel etc. providing pro bono services, which
adopt the programme by committing legal services of their in-house attorneys, paralegals and staff to
dedicate a portion of their time to engage with the community by participating in various pro bono
activities.

In India, "Pro Bono Legal Service" as a concept has not gained much momentum. Many lawyers, in
their private sphere, provide poor and underprivileged clients with valuable legal advice and support
without seeking professional fee. It thus remains an ad hoc, individualized practice lacking an
institutional structure.

Through this programme, the Government of India has, for the first time, initiated a programme to
encourage the culture of pro bono lawyering in the country " with the objective of institutionalizing
the practice.
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Probono Activities in 2019-20
Sr. No. Free or Lovy-cost legal Probono service provider’s Probono service
services Volunteers
Shakya Corporate Legal
. Services Private Limited, Judicial Students of
1 Marriage pets 366/2020 Taloja Phase 2, New BTLC
Mumbai 1
S.A. Associates, Taloja .
) Cri MA/679/2020 Phase 1, New Mumbai Judicial Students of
BTLC
Advocate Maske Legal
. Firm, Kalamboli, New Judicial Students of
3 Cri.MA/1265/2019 ’ i
t Mumbai BTLC
. Dongargaonkar Legal Firm Judicial Students of
4 .MA/1 201 L
Cri. MA/1055/2019 Ghotgaon, New Mumbai BTLC
.. Rajesh Legal Firm, Taloja Judicial Students of
5 Civil/MA/1106/ Phase 2. New Mumbai BILC
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Probono Activities in 2020-21
Sr. No. Free or Lon-cost legal Probono service provider’s Probono service
services Volunteers

Ramesh Bhoir Legal ..

1 Civil/MA/1397/2021 Association, Bhoir Chawl, Judicial Students of
BTLC
Thane

S.A. Associates, Taloja .

2 Civil/MA/1106/2021 Phase 1, New Mumbai I “dmaégtL“gentS of
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Probono Activities in 2021-22
Sr. No. Free or Low-cost legal services Probon9 ser,v1ce Probono service
provider’s Volunteers
Shakya Corporate
Legal Services ..
1 Civil/MA/700/2022 Private Limited, | ° “dlCIallﬁtL“gems of
Taloja Phase 2, New
Mumbai 1
S.A. Associates,
. Taloja Phase 1, New | Judicial Students of
2 M ts/206/2022 ¢
arriage pets Murmbai BTLC
Advocate Maske
Legal Firm, Tudicial Students of
3 Marriage pets/206/2022 Kalamboli, New u ICIaBTLCen s
Mumbai
Dongargaonkar
.. Legal Firm Judicial Students of
4 I/MA/1528/2022 ’
CivilMA/1528/20 Ghotgaon, New BTLC
Mumbai
Rajesh Legal Firm, ..
5 Civil/MA/1879/2022 Taloja Phase 2, New | ~udicial Students of
. BTLC
Mumbai
Ramesh Bhoir Legal ..
6 Civil/MA/1880/2022 Association, Bhoir | -udicial Students of
BTLC
Chawl, Thane
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Probono Activities in 2022-23
Sr. No. Free or Low-cost legal services Probon9 ser,v1ce Probono service
provider’s Volunteers
Shakya Corporate
Legal Services .
1 Civi/MA/1552/2023 Private Limited, I “dma]lﬁiugems of
Taloja Phase 2, New
Mumbai 1
S.A. Associates,
.. Taloja Phase 1, New | Judicial Students of
2 Civil/MA/206/2023 ¢
s Mumbai BTLC
Advocate Maske
Legal Firm, Tudicial Students of
3 Civil/MA/421/2023 Kalamboli, New e
Mumbai
Dongargaonkar
. Legal Firm Judicial Students of
4 I/MA 202 ’
Civil/MA/709/2023 Ghotgaon, New BTLC
Mumbai
Rajesh Legal Firm, .
5 Civil/MA/766/2023 Taloja Phase 2, New | ‘udicial Students of
. BTLC
Mumbai
Ramesh Bhoir Legal ..
6 Civil/MA/127/2023 Association, Bhoir Judicial Students of
BTLC
Chawl, Thane
Shakya Corporate
Legal Services .
7 Civil/MA/827/2023 Private Limited, ! “d“’la]lg%“gems of
Taloja Phase 2, New
Mumbai 1
Rajesh Legal Firm, .
8 Civil/MA/1552/2023 Taloja Phase 2, New | ‘udicial Students of
. BTLC
Mumbai
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Probono Activities in 2023-24
Sr. No. Free or Lon-cost legal Probono service provider’s Probono service
services Volunteers
Advocate Maske Legal ..
1 Civil/MA/767/2024 Firm, Kalamboli, New | ?udicial Students of
. BTLC
Mumbai
S.A. Associates, Taloja .
2 Civil/MA/1096/2024 Phase 1, New Mumbai Judicial Students of
> BTLC
Shakya Corporate Legal
. Services Private Limited, Judicial Students of
3 Civil/MA/1095/2024 Taloja Phase 2, New BTLC
Mumbai 1
Dongargaonkar Legal .
4 Civil/MA/1025/2024 Firm, Ghotgaon, New | ’udicial Students of
. BTLC
Mumbai
. Rajesh Legal Firm, Taloja | Judicial Students of
5 Civil/MA/330/2024 Phase 2. New Mumbal BILC
Ramesh Bhoir Legal .
6 Civil/MA/56/2024 Association, Bhoir Chawl, Judicial Students of
BTLC
Thane
Shakya Corporate Legal
.. Services Private Limited, Judicial Students of
7 Civil/MA/55/2024 Taloja Phase 2, New BILC
Mumbai 1
. Rajesh Legal Firm, Taloja | Judicial Students of
8 Civil/MA/859/2024 Phase 2, New Mumbai BTLC
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7- Photos of Probono activities
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8- Paralegal Volunteering (Workshop for Legal Awareness)

1. Title — Seminars — Workshop for Legal Awareness

2. Objective-

a. Creating awareness to School students about laws, legal provision, protective major about the —
provision of sexual harassment prevention.

b. Sharing legal facts, legal sensitization to School students by the HEI along with experts of Bar
Association, Mangaon District Court.

¢. To impart practical knowledge about the basic legal rights and remedies provided under women
related laws.

d. To make them fit to face the challenges in real life situation.

e. Legal sensitization of School students aims to prepare students for legal profession by providing
them knowledge.

f. Gender equality- importance, means and legal provisions to students through legal sensitization
program’s.

g. Legal Sensitization is legal awareness. It promotes legal culture, participation in the formation of
laws and the rule of law.

h. Legal sensitization of School students about Indian constitution, objectives of constitution (justice,
liberty, equality and fraternity.
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The Practice

HEI students, faculties and experts in collaboration as a part of social duty, voluntarily started the
legal sensitization for school students of school (Male — Female students).

In this practice, one of the faculty, many of students of HEI and expert — rescores of make team. It
takes lead for legal sensitization to 9-19 years old students of school.

The team communicates to school and authorities for legal sensitization program.

Team of legal sensitization proceeds as per convenience of particular school.

Legal sensitization programme focuses on three main aspects as

a. Legal sensitization of school students for prevention of sexual harassment.

b. Legal sensitization of school students for gender equality and

c¢. Legal Sensitization an Indian Constitution its importance, rights and duties.

In the year 2022-23 and 2023-34 the following schedule followed for practice of legal sensitization.
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1. Legal Awareness Programme (2022-23)

sSr.No Date School Venue for Awareness Experis Resources

1 7% July 2022 The Elite Public School .Taloja. | Dr.S.N.Shingare

2 15" Aug 20 22 Sunrise Global School, Taloja Dr. Ramkrishnan Nayak

3 5% Sept 2022 Ocean Bright School. Taloja. Adv. Anupam Jaiswal

4 14% Nov. 2022 Edu Tech Scool, Taloja Adv. Vaishali UttamraoBorade
5 26™ Jan 2023 Bajaj International, Taoja Adv.Prija Swapnil Bhoir

3] 8% March 2023 Red Clift School ,Taloja Adv Rupali Awari

2. Legal Awareness Programme (2023-24)

Sr.No | Date School Venue for Awareness Experts Resources

| 7% July 2023 Kamalu Patil Vidyalaya, Taloja | Dr.S.N.Shingare

2 15™ Aug 2023 | Sunflower kids, School Dr. Ramkrishnan Nayak

3 30" Aug 2023 | The Elite Public School,Taloja. | Adv.Anupam Jaiswal

4 5% Sept. 2023 | Sunrise Global School, Taloja Adv.Vaishali Uttamrao

Borade

5 8" Sept 2023 | Ocean Bright School, Taloja. Adv.Prija Swapnil Bhoir

6 2 Qct 2023 Kalsekar School, Taloja Adv.Rupali Awari

7 30" Oct. 2023 | Argam International School Adv. Baban Ganpat Jadhav

9 14" Nov. 2023 | Bright Kids international, Adv.Sanjog Kadam
School

10 1 Dec. 2023 Bajaj International, Taloja Adv.Rashmi Sasmal

11 26" Jan 2023 Red Clift School .Taloja Adv.Hamida Ansan
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In each school, Junior college on an average 500 Smdents present, it means approximately 3000
students get Sensitize informed —

a. Preauction of sexual harassment

b.Gender Equality

¢ Indian Constitution

4. Evidence of success;
A. Performance against largets
B. Review /Resulis
C. Outcome

A, Performance against targets-

Legal Sensitization- Awareness of 15 performance base activity. The law college students, law
college teachers, advocaie along with Judicial professional visited to school studenis of school.

B. Review — Result -

HEI ieam {Siudenis and faculiies) and expert visited in each School, reached to each class through
seminars a legal awareness of prevention of sexual harassment, Gender equality and Indian
sensitization, Ten school with 500-T00 students, means, reached over 5000-7000 families
mdirectly.

It is the result of this Best Practice

Man is not born Man is made, thus is making of the school students in man — Civilian — better
Human being, such awareness programs are effective.
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C. Outeome-
a. To Organization

L Enowledge exchange in both terms

ii. Event organization training

fil. Intellectual- physical energy of HEI students get channelized in both terms especially  in
HEI students

b. Toschool studenis

iv. Legal guidance for prevention of unfair means

v Legal puidance through official source — through face-to-face method
i Refrain from illegal acis

vii.  Respect Indian Constitution democracy, law Obeying society.

5. Problems Encountered and Resources Required —

Problems encountered- HEI team approached to school college authorities for permission of 1 such
awareness programmed.

It is fact that every governance of educational establishment welcomed and provided positive co-
operation.

HEI team works with veterans of Bar Association Both belongs to same Judicial while veterans of
Bar Association are skilled- experience Judicial. Co-operation, cordial relation is very nice. It not
encountered any problems.

(b) Resource required

i.  Energised work force- HEI students

ii. Guiding -Tiding — caring- HEI faculiies

iii. Intellectual- Experienced Resource- Veterans of Bar Association
iv. Money-matters- Governance of HEI-MSPM

v.  Will to do spirit- Spontaneously present in every team.
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b. Note:

a. To Organization

i. Knowledge exchange in both terms

ii. Event organisation training

iii. Intellectual-Expenenced Resource- Veterans of Bar Association

To School Studenis

o Legal pudance for prevention of unfair means

» Legal puidance through official source — through face-to-face method
» Reframn from illegal acts

« Respect Indian Constitution democracy, law Obeying society.
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9- Documents-Letters- Certificates for Paralegal Volunteering
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